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Bellevue C. 1865
Ballenger Creek Area

Private

Bellevue is important to the Adamstown area of Frederick not only
as an unusual Victorian brick residence, but also as the home of
George William Smith, a very prominent citizen in the development
of the area. Smith promoted Braddock Heights as a summer resort,
probably to benefit the Frederick and Middletown Street Railroad,
which he organized and as president of the Braddock Heights
Improvement Company, built many of the buildings in the resort.

George Smith also organized Citizen's National Bank, the Hygeia
Ice Company and the Maryland Hedge and Wire Fense Company.

Bellevue is a large ell shaped whitewashed two and one-half story
gable roofed five bay wide residence. The main entrance, a four
panel door with recessed paneling, hood and seven 1light transom is
in a one bay wide area with double columned porch which is recessed
from the main block of the building.

A two story brick addition extends to the rear of the main block
on the west side.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Bellevue is a large ell shaped whitewashed two and one-half stery gable
roofed residence located on a hill facing east from the west side of
Ballenger Creek Pike. This unusual nineteenth century residence is five
bays wide. The main entrance, a four panel door with recessed paneling,
hood and seven light transom is recessed from the main block of the build-
ing. An identical door is located on the second level. The entire area
between the second and fourth bays on both levels is recessed from the
main block of the building.

The area is porticoed with a decorative frame porch with two large columns
extending to the roof line and supporting a false gable with double hung
6/6 window.

Occupying the remaining bays on both the first and second levels are
double hung 6/6 windows with wood lintels which have flower motifs in each
corner.

A two story shed roofed brick addition with a two story open porch extends
to the rear of the residence. It appears from markings and floor joists
extending from the rear wall that the two story porch once extended across
part of the rear of the building.

The entire building is built on a stuccoed Tow random stone foundation. A
cellar entrance is located in the southeast corner of the building. A
flank gable slate roof is attached to the building by a three stepped brick
cornice.

A large whitewashed brick chimney is located flush with each gable. A
single brick chimney is also located in the center of the building.

A frame bank barn and wagon shed is also located on the premises.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bellevue is important to Adamstown area of Frederick County not only
as an unusual Victorian brick residence but also as the home of George
William Smith, a very prominent citizen in the development of the area
in the nineteenth century.

Smith was a decendant of the John Schmid family which immigrated to
Frederick County from Germany in the 1730's.1

Among his Tife activities were the installation of the Frederick and
MiddTetown Street Railroad which crossed Braddock Mountain, organized
Citizens's National Bank, the Hygia Ice Company and headed the Mary-
land Hedge and Wire Fence Company.

George William Smith promoted Braddock Heights as a summer resort and
as president of the Braddock Heights Improvement Company he built many
of the buildings in the resort.?2

He acquired the land where Bellevue is located from several different
parcels during the 1860's but the largest acreage was 105 acres pur-
chased February 24, 1865 for $6,835 from the estate of Casper Mantz.3

Although the rear section of the house was probably already built, it is
most likely that Smith built the larger front brick part of the build-
ing with two story recessed portico porch and Tived there until his
death.

It 3. c. Williams, History of Frederick County, Maryland, p. 703.
21bid., p. 704

3Frederick County Land Records, Liber JWLC 2; Folio 363.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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